
 

1 0  Biggest  Mistakes That  Successful Parents ( &  Grandparents)  

Make w ith Respect  to College and Related Decisions for  High 

School Students 

 1.  Sending your son/ daughter to college without  the em ot ional and m ental 

m aturity to succeed in college. 

2.  Too m uch focus on athlet ic scholarships and sports in general.  

3.  Allowing your son/ daughter to choose a college m ajor without  your input . 

4.  Failure to have a realist ic and object ive view of your son/ daughter’s t rue 

abilit ies. 

5.  Forget t ing to int roduce and to educate your son/ daughter about  the t rue costs 

associated with college each year. 

6.  Believing that  pr ivate universit ies have a bet ter rate of return than public 

universit ies. 

7.  Giving up scholarships from  a public university in order to at tend a pr ivate 

university. 

8.  Not  encouraging your son/ daughter to work during college. 

9.  Losing focus on the importance of character developm ent . 

10.  Not  cult ivat ing a m indset  of financial independence. 

	

“It	is	not	what	you	do	for	your	children,	but	what	you	have	taught	
them	to	do	for	themselves	that	will	make	them	successful	human	
beings.”	―	Ann	Landers	

 

Career  Counseling for  Students and 

Young Adults 

Molly Carey Sm ith, M.A. is the owner of College2Career in Tampa, FL, a career counseling business 

for college students and young adults. She br ings years of experience in college guidance, essay 

and applicat ion guidance, career apt itude assessm ents, resum e building, internship and job search 

st rategies, and interview preparat ion. To find out  m ore, visit :  ht tp: / / www.college2career.us 


